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Cleared For Takeo 
; With Airbus & Boeing spreading wings, Bangalore & Hyderabad are fast emerg@&& 
krbuu-because the former s ofhcea as global hubs for aviation engineering, technology & services, says Anirvan G wsituated one floorabor.ethelalter~s 
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A!:.lt!\. 1. r ~.\aln,7lc. has had dn  rngneenng 
cen:rr :I] !<?nia:ure slncr October200: 1:s rrirl- 
neers, Iued h%m some of India's top enginee& 
sjools,  are working on cutting-edge technology 
tbdt wouid@ve Airbusa dedsiveadvantagein the 
&.Tie &ren t  strength of the centre lsaround 
120 but wLlgrowto 400people soon Boemg, not 
Wbr left behmd, has set up an research and tech- 
noIogy (R6Tjcentrem Bangalore, which now co- 
ordu~ares the work of more than 1,500 engneers 
~ h n gon prolects across vanous vendors such 
asadosys HCL TCS and Wlpro 

"There 1, a blg push at the top level to grow 
6 ~ 1 n e s sm Indla m three to four )ears," Jean- 
Fmlcoise Safourer head of operations ar h b u s  
Englnenlng Centre In&a (AECI) sa] s Arbus 
plans to outsource about 40% of ns ucraftdeslgn 
tobcal somoanles here And whde 11 hassvrular 
edgneering'centres in Russia and China, Arbus 
says the bidk of work T ~ I  now be done from In-
dia. India is the fastest growing market for Airbus, 
with 68% of its future plane orders coming from 
this counm.. Airbus. whose best-known recent 
models hlclude the double-decker A380, and the 
fo@lco~iling A350 XUB, is geared up to challenge 
theBoeing Dreamliner The Dreamliner is touted 
asthemost energy-efficient aircrafteverandBoe- 
inghas an order backlog of 37 Dreamlinen to be 
delkered ro Air Inda and Jet Airways, according 
toDinesh I<eskal; president, Boeing India. 

) Mrhile these two aviation giants go nose to 
nose, what's silrprising is thar both have out- 
sourced man? aspects of their their per projects 
to  the same vendor, QuEST Global, a Banga- 
rare-based engineering company. QuEST is cur- 
rently working on both the upcoming Boeing 
Dreamliner and AirbusA350 XWB. 

Small Indian companies have been rapidly go- 
ing up the value chain in aerospace forthe last cou- 
ple of years. Publicsector units such as HAL, Na-
tional Aeronautics Laboratory (NAL) and others, 
for the first time, invited private sectorpaniapa- 
lion in design and engineering activities. Revi- 
ously, these activities were largely done in- 
house+nly manufacturingof componentsand 
rubsv,rems was outsourced. Now, the complete 
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nents made at QUEST'S facility at Krishnarajapu- 
ram are now integral pans of several Airbus and 
Roeing models, earning it Rs 400 more inrevenues 

40% of the workisbeid&e z & e B a ~ o r e  &edbd& -&a. 
testing time f~r- the  ahaft,w* 
been delayed-by a mGpk df y ~ :HCL Isalso last year, despite the baneringtheairline sector took 

-iscentre A h ,  them m p h y  lwor%g to reduce B a n p i b r e i s a k ~ ~  
has already se&ng todo aWanoo for the mmQy!a swam 

from rising fuel prices and costs as well as the eco- 
nomic slowdown. QuEST Global has a manufac- 
turing fadity inBaigalore, thar doespreasionma- 
dlining. "We alsohave an SEZ in Belgaurn, where 
we have expanded our manufacturing to include 
additional precision machining capabilities, sheet 
tneral work, and aerospace speaal processing 
I through a JV with Magellan Aerospace)," says Be- 
joy George. chief markenng officer. \Yalking 
through the fadlip, one can see equipment for 
landing gears, the nose and casing for the main en- 
gines being built. The QuEST Global SEZ in Bel- 
gaum isan attempt to create an aerospace supply 
chain duster, wheremanycompanies wouldser up 
thelr aero manufaming units, catering to vaious 
aspects needed to build a complete aerospace sub- 
svstem. Avart from OuESTGlobal there are a few 
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grow by&und 30% in& nextcoup1e of years. anirvan.ghorh@megmup.com 


